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Judgement (Meatfare) Sunday 7:00pm Byzantine Choir 8:45am Onthros
8:153m Orthros Practice 9:00am Greek School
9:30am Diving Liturgy 9:30am Divine Liturgy
7:00pm Greek Sehool Glend!
|
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Forgiveness (Cheesefare) Sunda)  GREAT LENT BEGINS | 6:00pm Pre-Sandtified Liturgy | 11:00am Bible Study | 6:00pm Potluck 3rd Satof Souls
8:15am Orthros 6:00pm Great Compline 7:00pm Byzantine Choir Dinner/Discussion 8:453m Orthros
9:30am Divine Liturgy 7:00pm PC Megting Practice 7:00pm 1st Salutation tothe | 9:00am Greek School
Mother of God 9:30am Divine Liturgy
13 14 B 16 17 == .8 19
_ Sunday of Orthodoxy 7:00pm Patriot's Day Mtg, 6:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy | 11:00am Bible Study | 6:00pm Patiuck 9:00am Greek Schoal
8:15am Orthros @St D Weston (5t 7:00pm Byzantina Choir Dinner/Discussion
9:30am Divine Liturgy Demetrios Greek Practice 7:00pm 2nd Salutation to the
11:002m Procession of Holy Orthodox Church 7:00pm Papousty Lecture Mother of God
lcons Weston, Ma)
0 _a = R - | 5 26
| St. Gregory of Palamas | 6:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy | 11:002m Bible Study 8:00am Annuniation 9:00am Greek School
8:15am Orthros 7:00pm Great Vespers {Annunciation Greek
9:30am Divine Liturgy (Annunciation Greek | Orthodox Church,
11:30am Annun/Grk Ind. Day Orthodox Church, Woburn, Ma)
Program Wobum, Ma) 6:00pm Potluck
| Dinner/Discussion
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o : 8 9 D il ) ) Aprll d
"~ Sunday of the Holy Cross | 7:00pm Philoptochos Mtg. 6:00pm Pre-Sanctified Liturgy  11:00am Bible Study | 6:00pm Potluck 9:00am Greek School
8:15am Orthros [ @ Tax in Wirtwn Dinner/Discussion
9:30am Divine Liturgy (Taxlarchae Greek 7:00pm 4th Salutation to the
Orthodox Church Mother of Ged |
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GREEK ORTHODOX M ETROPOLIS OF BOSTON
[EPA M HTPOITOAIY, BOXTONHY

“And the Truth Will Make You Free”
(John 8.32)

Various stories are circulating in the Press and on the Internet,
both here and throughout the world, dealing with the unfortunate
developments in the St. George Parish in Lynn, Massachusetts.
They are fraught with misinformation and crafted to seed division
among the clergy and laity of our Archdiocese.

The Archdiocese never “demanded $20,000 more than last year’s
assessment of $68,000.” The amount assessed to the Parish has
not increased in four years. In fact, the Archdiocese forgave
nearly $50,000 due in past assessments dating back from 2007-
2009. It did so in good faith in order to help the parish.

The Lynn assessment of $88,000 for the year 2010 was not an
arbitrary “demand” made by the local Metropolitan or someone
sitting in an office in New York. The financial assessment which
every community contributes to the national ministries is
determined by a formula voted by the delegates who attend
Biennial Clergy Laity Congresses. As you surely know, every
community has the right to be represented by four delegates, its
priest and three laymen. Article 4, Section 15 of the Uniform
Regulations is clear: “Following approval, the decisions must be
faithfully and firmly adhered to by the Archdiocesan
District/Metropolises as well as all Parishes, whether or not they
were represented at the Congress and regardless of whether
they voted with the minority or abstained.”

The parish council in Lynn was not represented at the Clergy
Laity Congress because they claimed “it is too expensive.”
Imagine, one of the largest parishes in the Metropolis cannot
afford to send even one delegate! They also do not send
representatives to the local Metropolis Conferences for the same

162 Goddard Avenue, Brookline. MA 02445-7414 - Telephone (617) 277-4742 - Fax: (617) 739-9229
web: www.boston.goarch.org - e-mail: metropolis@boston goarch.org



reason. At such conclaves, the parish leaders of Lynn would
have had the opportunity to propose their own assessment
formula for the consideration of the other parishes.

In accordance with Article 34 Section 8 of the Uniform Parish
Regulations, every community has the right to request a review
of the amount of its assessment. Several communities in the
Metropolis of Boston went through this process. Lynn is the only
one among the 63 that did not fulfill its obligation. The Priest
and Parish Council were invited to the Metropolis by me
personally to meet and resolve the issue. During the
discussions, the Metropolis and Archdiocese finance committees
could not understand why the Lynn Parish leaders who invested
$3 million on a construction project to build a new church
entrance could not find $20,000 to fulfill their commitment. The
meeting was ended abruptly by the Parish Council which made it
clear that they were not going to change their decision.

It is not the Archdiocese that “demands” unreasonable
assessments. Rather, it is the leadership of the Lynn community
that demands the Archdiocese “take it or leave it.” | think you
would agree that, if every Bishop, priest or layman, whether a
parish council member, an archon or member of Leadership 100
(no matter how powerful and influential he may think he is)
ignored the provisions of the Patriarchal Charter and Uniform
Regulations, our Church in America would be relegated to a state
of chaos.

Prayerfully, the Lynn leaders will see the error of their decisions
and not prove what is written in Holy Scripture: “Seeing, they do
not see and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand”
(Matthew 13:13). Hopefully, they will not prove that, “sfou
koufou tin porta, oso thelis vronta—at the door of the deaf, knock
all you want.”

+ Metropolitan Methodios of Boston
February 17, 2011



12

34 5
)) #

&7 8.

%

#

)

)

GD



)

R

©w P

0

J 4+
1

((

%

) $

597

#




our Journey ug Great Len,

TEEONT

T [ 4 o S

March 7 Great Lent Begins, Great Compline 6:00pm

Matrch 9 Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6:00pm

March 11 Potluck Lenten Dinner and Video presentation 6:00pm
Parishioners who recently went on Holy Land Pilgrimage
1™ Salutation to the Virgin Mary 7:00pm

March 12 3" Saturday of Souls Orthros 8:45am D.L. 9:30am

March 13 Sunday of Orthodoxy Orthros 8:15am D.L. 9:30am
Procession of Holy Icons Outside (weather permitting)

March 16 Pre-Sanctified Liturgy: 6:00pm
@ St. Demetrios Weston, MA

March 17 Presentation book signing by Christos Papoutsy 7:00pm
The Holy Theological School of Halki

March 18 Potluck Lenten Dinner and Reflection 6:00pm
2" Salutation to the Virgin Mary 7:00pm

March 20 Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas Orthros 8:15am D.L. 9:30am

March 23 Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6:00pm

March 25 Potluck Lenten Dinner and Reflection 6:00pm
Great Vespers with 3" Salutation to the Virgin Mary 7:00pm

March 27 Sunday of the Holy Cross Orthros 8:15am D.L. 9:30am
Procession of the Holy Cross (inside Church)

March 30 Pre-Sanctified Liturgy @ Taxiarchae Parish in Watertown 6:00pm
Lenten Dinner and Presentation to follow

April 1 Potluck Lenten Dinner and Reflection 6:00pm
4" Salutation to the Virgin Mary 7:00pm

April 3 Sunday of St. John Climacus Orthros 8:15am D.L. 9:30am

April 6 Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6:00pm

April 8 Potluck Lenten Dinner and Reflection 6:00pm
The Akathist Hymn 7:00pm

April 10 Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt Orthros 8:15am D.L. 9:30am

March 24 - 25

Feast of the Annunciation
Great Vespers on Thursday Evening, Orthros and Divine Liturgy Friday Morning
All services will take place at Annunciation Parish in Woburn, Ma
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17 Meriam Street « Lexington, Massachusetts 02420
Tel: 781.862.6453 « Fax: 781.862.5612 « st.nicholas.lex(@verizon.net « www.stnicholaslex.org
Rev. Fr. Demetrios T. Costarakis » Pastor’s Office: 781.862.0315 « demetric@imail.goarch.org

March 2011

Dear Parishioners,

It is with great pleasure that we anncnnce an exciting new endeavor at St. Nicholas.
Several of our parishioners have embarked on a fundraising effort to outfit our Altar
boys with new robes. As our community continues to grow, so have the number
young men who are eager to serve our Lord in the Holy Altar each Sunday, but many
are turned away because we do not have an adequate selection of robes.

Our goal is to purchase 15 new robes by Great and Holy Pascha. We are writing to
you, our parish family, for assistance in this effort. The price of each robe with the
oradion varies with size, as the pricing is based on the amount of material being
used. The cost varies from $220 to $479, with the average cost for a complete robe,
including the oradion being $370. The material, which has been selected, will be
available for viewing after the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, March 13t in St. Irene’s
Parish hall.

We ask you for your love and support in this effort as we prepare for Pascha in our
parish. May God bless you and your family.

Altar Boy Robe Committee

Father Demetri Costarakis
Alyssa Psyhojos

Melanie Alexander

Nector Ritzakis

Louis Saledas

Please send donations to:

Louis Saledas c/o

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
17 Meriam Street

Lexington, MA 02420






WITNESSES

The follondng was emailed on 12/6/10

Hi Fr. Demetr,

In honor of the Feast Day of 5t MNicholas, I wanted to share with you a special story, one
which I don't believe Greg and I ever shared with yon.

A few years back, your predecessor (Fr. Mike Wilson) was at onr honse for 2 home blessing.
Dmring onr wisit, we chatted abont vanons topics inclnding the fact that onr commmnity had
a lot of families with tonins. We mentioned to him that we wanted to grre Raymond a sibling
but that we were haming troumble. 30, Fr Mike had suppested we ask 5t Micholas to
intercede on onr behalf MNeedless to say, we were shortly blessed with two beantufnl boys,
one of which we chose to name Nicholas, as a thank you and as a reminder of God's great
You may recall, at the boys Chastening, my best fnend’s grown children were Godparents.
As a result, they had their entire family up from Connecticut to witness the sacrament
Everyone, inclnding my fnend's mom (fiayia to the Godparents) was extremely tonched and
moved by the Baptism They've been to many, but they felt something special at this
particnlar one. So much so that my mom's frend prayed that God wounld prve them toins as
well.

I'm pleased to report that she now has one year old identical tonin granddanphters, one,
whose middle name 15 Nicolette.

Feel free to share with other famibies in similar simations.

See you next Sunday!

Best Regards,
Olympia Wheeler

‘We thank the T‘r’.ﬁu.fuf family: E,-‘rsg, D@mptﬂ, Demetrios
and_Mcﬁﬂﬂu for Eerng tﬁuﬁﬂf in .-.'Ea:rmg tﬁurrﬁutﬁ, with our

have mfﬁﬂlﬂ fﬂ sﬁm‘u_p&me mm.tﬂ.ct Fr. ﬂl!-‘?‘l"h!’h"‘l




JOY Activity

(31 to 6t grade)
Come join us for an afternoon of...
Prosforo Baking

Where: St. Nicholas Church Hall
When: Saturday, March 12 at 12:00pm















